
Passive voice is made up of the following
components:

The house    is cleaned    by    my sister      every day.

General Formation My cheese was 
stolen by a mouse!

                      past 
                  participle

Active voice: My sister      cleans       the house       every day.

(be + p.p)

(DOER)         (VERB)        (RECEIVER) 

Passive voice:

be   +

Name: ________________________    Date: _______________________

passive voice

1. Joseph was attacked by a gang of people.                                    _________________________
2. This old building will be knocked down.                                        _________________________
3. I am learning Spanish in Mexico.                                                     _________________________
4. A fire took place in an apartment building yesterday.                   _________________________
5. The students were punished by the teacher.                                 _________________________
6. A lot of tourists visit Cambridge every year.                                   _________________________
7. Mr. Barker is marking our test papers now.                                    _________________________
8. The baby is taken to the hospital by the sitter.                              _________________________
9. Our class project will be finished by next Friday.                           _________________________
10. Dad bought an expensive watch for Mom on her birthday.        _________________________

A. Underline the verb. 
Warm up

B. Decide whether each sentence
 is in active voice or passive voice.

C. A follow-up activity from Q.10. label the doer and the receiver of the following
action in the blue boxes.

           Dad            watch                Mom



Name: ________________________    Date: _______________________

The differences between active voice and passive voice

Remember:

Present simple 

Past simple

I took a photo of a kangaroo yesterday.

The flowers are watered by the gardener every day.

The verb "be" will be changed according to the tense the sentence is using. Here
are some examples:

The gardener waters the plants every day. (active voice)

(passive voice)

A photo of a kangaroo was taken by me yesterday. 

(active voice)

(passive voice)

Why use the passive voice?



Help me to find the criminal by changing those sentences 
into passive voice:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_

The police found fingerprints.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Activity 1

Extra practice Change the following sentences into passive voice:

The police caught the killer.

The killer broke the lock.
The lock was broken by the killer. 

The killer left many clues.

The killer left his knife behind.

The killer sent a threatening letter to the victim.

The police put the killer into the police car.

The killer signed a confession.

The judge sentenced the killer to 20 years of imprisonment.

The killer served his sentences in a high-security prison.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Example:

Name: ________________________    Date: _______________________



The passive voice contruction with other tenses

B. Using the verbs in the brackets, complete the sentences with the correct tense and
voice.
1. My wallet _______________________ (steal) by somebody last week.
2. My uncle _______________________ (open) a shop in Brighton.
3. This letter _______________________ (write) by the receptionist.
4. The first prize _______________________ (win) by our class.
5. Only Indian food _______________________ (serve) in this restaurant.
6. The problem _______________________ (solve) by the manager.
7. The teacher _______________________ (ask) Paul to work hard.
8. This picture _______________________ (paint) by Henry.
9. Our neighbors always _______________________ (make) a lot of noise.
10. Louis _______________________ (clean) the floor already.

2. (sweep)
a. The floor __________________________________ by the maid every morning.
b. The floor __________________________________ by the maid yesterday morning.
c. The floor __________________________________ by the maid tomorrow morning.
d. The floor __________________________________ by the maid already.

3. (write)
a. A letter __________________________________ by Mary every day.
b. A letter __________________________________ by Mary yesterday.
c. A letter __________________________________ by Mary soon.
d. A letter __________________________________ by Mary already.

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct passive form of the verbs in brackets.
1. (clean)
a. The windows _________________________ every month. (simple present tense)
b. The windows _________________________ last month. (simple past tense)
c. The windows _________________________ next month. (simple future tense)
d. The windows _________________________ already. (present perfect tense)

Name: ________________________    Date: _______________________



B. Write the correct form of the given verbs.
1. Your homework must __________________________ (be correct) by the teacher.
2. Our house should __________________________ (be paint) this year.
3. Pedestrians must __________________________ (be show) where to cross the
road.
4. Those games cannot __________________________ (be play) by children under 3.
5. The plants may __________________________ (be eat) by insects.
6. We knew our team would __________________________ (be beat) in the race.
7. The winner will __________________________ (be give) a prize.
8. He asked if his computer could __________________________ (be repair).

Name: ________________________    Date: _______________________

C. Answer the following questions using passive voice.
1. Who build the pyramids? (Egyptian)
________________________________________________________________________
2. How are seeds moved from one place to another? (wind)
________________________________________________________________________
3. Who invented fireworks? (the Chinese)
________________________________________________________________________
4. Who delivers your letters? (a postman)
________________________________________________________________________
5. How is your home made bright at night? (electricity)
________________________________________________________________________

A. Write the correct form of the given verbs.
1. Good students want _____________________________ (be praise).
2. Nobody likes _____________________________ (be yell) at.
3. These vegetables need _____________________________ (be wash).
4. Most people hate _____________________________ (be scold) in public.
5. My dog loves _____________________________ (be stroke).
6. I don’t want ________________________________________ (be frighten) on Halloween.
7. Some people refuse _____________________________ (be help) with their job.
8. The fence has _____________________________ (be fix).

TO-INFINITIVES

TO-INFINITIVES

MODAL VERBS

MODAL VERBS


