
These reading passages are leveled using the SMOG 
and Flesch Kincaid Grade Level. As with all things this 

will be dependent on the background, prior 
knowledge and reading level of your students. Some 
will find it easier some will find it more difficult. So 
they are designed for you to use your professional 

judgement ☺

Find more free resources here:     https://makingenglishfun.com/portfolio/
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Sperm whales are the biggest 
toothed whale in the world. 
They also have the biggest 
head of any animal in the 

world. It is very big and can be 
over twenty metres long! It 

swims very deep in the water 
and likes to eat squid, 

including the scary looking 
giant squid. It has teeth that 

can be as long as a pencil. Just 
like other whales they need to 
breathe air, but they can swim 
underwater for over an hour!

80 words

How long can a sperm whale be?

_____________________________________________________________________

What do they like to eat?

_____________________________________________________________________

What do they have the ‘’biggest of any animal’’ of?

_____________________________________________________________________

How long can they swim underwater for?

______________________________________________________________________

Can you answer the questions 

Read the story then answer the questions.
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Manatees can be four metres long 
and be six hundred kilograms 

heavy. They are a big animal! They 
may be big, but they are very 

gentle animals and usually swim 
very slowly. They use their big tail 
to swim and their flippers to steer. 

They like to eat sea grass and 
water plants. They are not fish 
they are mammals, so they do 

need to breathe air. They can stay
under water for 15 minutes

though. If you are lucky you may 
be able to see them and swim 

with them If you go snorkeling in 
the sea.

70 words

How heavy can manatees be?

_____________________________________________________________________

What do they use to swim?

_____________________________________________________________________

What do they eat?

_____________________________________________________________________

How can you see them?

______________________________________________________________________

Read the story then answer the questions.

Can you answer the questions?

GR 4/5
Fin

d
 m

o
re free reso

u
rces h

ere:     h
ttp

s://m
akin

gen
glish

fu
n

.co
m

/p
o

rtfo
lio

/

https://makingenglishfun.com/portfolio/
https://makingenglishfun.com/portfolio/


Find more free resources here:     https://makingenglishfun.com/portfolio/

This is the shark we see in all the scary movies. It is the great white 
shark. They like to eat sea lions, seals and other fish. When a shark 
is born it will swim away from its mother very quickly. They can be 
over five metres long and can swim fast. They catch their food by 

swimming up and hitting it fast from below. They sometimes jump 
out of the water when they catch seals. They can smell a drop of 

blood from five hundred metres away!

88 words

What do great white sharks like to eat?

_____________________________________________________________________

How long can a great white shark be?

_____________________________________________________________________

How far away can they smell blood?

_____________________________________________________________________

Why do baby sharks swim away from their mother

______________________________________________________________________

Read the story then answer the questions.

Can you answer the questions?
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Sea turtles are one of the biggest turtles. Their shell is often a very 
beautiful green and yellow colour. They like to eat seaweed and sea 
grass. They can stay under the water for five hours at a time. When 
they lay eggs they crawl onto the beach and lay about one hundred 

eggs. They then cover them in sand and swim away. It takes about two 
months for the eggs to hatch and for the turtles to make a run across 

the beach and back to the sea. This is a very dangerous journey as lots 
of crabs, birds and lizards what to eat them!

106 words

What colour can sea turtles be?

_____________________________________________________________________

How long can turtles stay under water?

_____________________________________________________________________

How long does it take the turtle eggs to hatch?

_____________________________________________________________________

Why is it a dangerous journey for the baby turtles?

______________________________________________________________________

Read the poem then answer the questions.

Can you answer the questions?
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This is the giant squid, and it is very very big! They can grow up 
to ten metres long. They live in very deep water where it very 
dark. They have beach ball sized eyes to help them see down 

there! Like an octopus they have eight tentacles, but also have 
an extra two tentacles that are longer. They use these to bring 

food to their mouth. Their mouth looks like a birds and is 
shaped like a beak. The like to eat fish and shrimp.

86 words

How big are a giant squids eyes?
_____________________________________________________________________

What do they use their two long tentacles for?

_____________________________________________________________________

What shape is their mouth?

_____________________________________________________________________

Where do they live?

______________________________________________________________________

Read the information and then answer the questions.

Can you answer the questions?
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